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THE COUNTRY AND t)iE PEOPLE 



OfTiciakName: People's Republic of Bulgana, 
Location: Sputheastern Europe, on ihrT Balkan Pemnsula 
Stxe: 42,785 square miles - \^ 

Main Subdivisions: 27 Provinces (OAr zi) and capital 

city, Sofia, which is a separarr administrative unit 
Official Language: Bulgarian 



Population: 8 7 million (January 1975) 

People: 85 percent Bulgarian. 9 percent Turk. 6 percent 

Armenian. Greek. Gypsy. Macedonian, and Romanian. 
Literacy Rate: Approximately 95 percent. 
Government: Communist P^plc s Republic 
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THE BASIC SYSTEM 



Historical Background 

Settlement of the Russo-Turkish War in 1878 
ended the period of about 500 years during 
which Bulgaria formed part of the Turkish 
^ Ottoman Empire, and establishejd much of what 
is presently northern Bulgaria as a principality 
under nominal allegiance to Turkey. The union 
of this principality with*sEast^n Rumelia in 1885 
. brought contemporary Buj^aria into existence, 
. although its formal independence from Turke)c 
was not proclaimed jjntil 4908. 

Education developed /rapidly after Bulgaria's 
quasi-independence as/a principality in 1878 

ERiC , 



From 1879 to 1910 the number of schools 
trebled and the number of students increased 
fivefold. In 1878 the National Library was 
founded m Sofia, and in 1888 a "higher school" 
(which subsequently became the University- of 
•Sofia) was established with three facultiefclhis- 
tory .and philology, physics and math ematics, 
and' law.. In 1895 a school of art was founded, 
ajid in 1^1 1 the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 
was established*. By 1910. literacy had reached 
63 percent in towns and cities and 35 percent in 
villager During this post- 1 878 period. American 
missionaries orgaoued a numBer of educational 
institutions, including^ kindergartens and pre- 
school centers, elementary^^d s^ondary 

^2 
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schools, teacher-training insxitutions, a college 
in Sofia, and theological institutes. 

In the late I9t^ and eafly 20th century, 
educaiibn in Bulgaria was organized essentially 
according to the following pattern. Elementary 
education from grades I to 4 was followed by 3 
years' schooling in the "progymnasium." Gradu- 
ation from this. institution admitted studetlts to 
the 3-year "qeal" school, to the gymnasium 
(academic general secontlary school)— if their 
grades were above avei^age aad they passed an 
entrance examination— or to certain vocational 
schools, such as middle commercial schools and 
vocational trade schools. After 3 years m tfi? 
gymnasium, students could apply for admission 
to certain speciali2fed schools, such as the school 
for railroad, telegraph, and postal workers, or 
any of a number of elementary teacher-training 
. schools. After 5 years m the gymnasium, stu- 
dents coiM apply for admission to a university 
By 1939, despite serious economic and poJiti- 
^cal difficulties between World War I and World 
'War II, school attendance had become theoreti- 
cally compulsory, and the literacy rate was about 
\^ 75 percent In a country with a popullation of 
only a little over 6 million, over 1 million 
persons weVe attending schools at all levels ,. Of 
these, approximately 13,000 were children en- 
rolled in 254 k^dergartens, and 9,50€ were 
youth studying m postsecondary schools. Also, 
^ three new faculties had been^added to the 
University of Sofia, a new Free University for 
Economic anjl Commercial Sciences had been 
established m Soiia, and other higher educa- 
tional irSslitutions had been founded. • 

The gymnasium during this p^rioct largely 
followed the traditional European pattern of 
academic general secondary education, consist- 
ing of three distinct programs classical, in which* 
both Latin and Greek were taught, semiclassical, 
in which .Latin but not Greek was offered, and 
the scientific and "real" schools m which these 
languages were excluded and sciences and matK- 
ematicsAressed instead. 

The Second World War generally halted Bul- 

Sian educational development A Communist- 
coalition called the Fatherland Front came 
to>power on September 9, 1944 Three years 
later, on December 4, 1947, a new ConstitiAion 
bas^d on the Soviet model was proclaimed 

Communist ascent to power m Bulgaria had a 
decisive impact upon the Nation's educational 
system Religious influences in the schools, such 
as requited^ courses in religion, were abolished 
and textbooks were written to (^resent Q^mmu 



nist ideological lenetSv Private schools were, 
either closed or confiscated and convertje<l to 
public purposes Education was reorganized ^ 
from the Ministry of Education down to the 
local communal level to correspond m organiza- 
tion with the Bulgarian Qommunist Parly and 
to plate Party members and sympai^hizers in 
positioris of responsibility The Chavdarcheta (for 
children 7-9), rhe Dimiirov Pioneers (for vouth 
9-14), and the Dimit rov Commupist League (for 
persons 14-27) became mass extracurriculifr, ide- 
ological, social, and educational organizaticms 
for voung people 

In 1949, all^chools became coeducational At 
the same time, the primary and secondary 
schools of the countrv were consolidated xuko 
-one 11-year unit, with an 8-vear primary cvcle 
and' a 3-vear secondary cvcle, and a special 5. 
year foreign language sch(X)l (described on p. 
1 1) v\as established 
Also during"' the immediate post- World W'ar 
-11 period, the number and tvpes of schools ' 
were increased, with a corresponding nse in 
enrollments. Camps for children and youth wer^ 
expanded under the auspices of the Dimitrov 
'Pioneers and Komsomols, and school boarding ' 
units were increased and emphasized The num- 
ber of chitali^hta (reading clubs), museums, and 
libraries also increased All these institutions 
and programs helped serve ideological purposes 
In 1951, vocational schools were reorganized, 
and in 1957 a mandate of the Council of 
Ministers aqd the Central Committee of the 
Bulgarian Communist Party introduced poly. 
lechnicaiN-ontent at all grade levels Two years 
later, the r959 General Law on Fducation ere- 
aied a new form of secondary educational msti- 
lulion, the general polv tech meal schcTol (de- 
scnb^ on. pages 9 and 10). ^extended (ompnisorv 
education from 7 to 8 vears, and mandated that 
all students at all levels engage. m ' socially useful 
activities" that "educate in la^?or " 



Structure 

The Bulgarian educational system currently 
consists of a 3-vear rr^^ (nnrserv ^s( hool), a 4- 
year kindergarten, an Il-vear general polv- 
technical school with three stages (a 4-ye*ar pri- 
mary, a 4-year intermediate, and a 3-year se(- 
ondarv). rechnicums and vocational schools at 
various levels, and semi-higher institutes and 
higher education msimmons at the postsecond-* 
ary level Children enter the gene/al polytechn^ 
cal school at age 7'and must atterci for vears ' 
(See chart on p 4 ) \ 
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Current and reformed structure of education inlBulgaria: 1976 ' 





Key 
/// Indtcates 

yZ Schooling Is Compulsory^ 



> The paiiernj shown here are 



the usual ones A, md.cated m the text. some%pes of schools varv ,n duration 



This system is in the process of being modi- 
fied, however, in response to decisions concern- 
ing education made by'the Bulgarian Commu- 
nist Party at the end of the 1960's and during 
the early 1970's. The mcTst notable structural 
changes being introduced (outlined in the "re- 
forrned" section of the chart and discussed later 
under "The Reformed System'Vare ( I) s^iorten^ 
ing the duration of the general polytechnical 
school from* I I to 10 years. (2) lowering the ige 
pf admission to 6 years of age. (3) raising the 
number of years of compulsory^^thooling from 
8 to 10 years, (4) providing increased vocational 

4 \ 



ERLC 



training m the general polytechnical school (to 
be called the unified secondary polytechnical 
school although it includes, the primary and' 
intermediate levels), and (5) upgrading all voca- 
tional-technical schools to the postsecondary 
level. The chart above shows both the current 
and the reformed-structures 

One of the main purposes of these structural 
changes is to'lower the age by which a student 
completes secondary education (by the age of 
16 rather than 18) and thus increase Bulgaria's 
available manpower 
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Legaf Basis and Requirements 

Education in Bulgaria is governed by numer- 
ous laws and regulations, only a few of which 
will be mentioned here Perhaps the most irrfpor- 
tani IS the following provision in article 45 o{ 

the 1971 Biilgarialn Cbnstltution* 
▼ 

AM citizens of the Peoples Republic of Bulgaria are • 
entitled to free edycation m ^ti grades and types of 
educational estaWuhmems, under condit4ons determined* 
by law - . ' 

The educational esiaWishments belong lo the Siate 

Education is based^n the achievements of modern 
science and the Maxxist-Leninist ideology 

The^^tate creatw conditions, for the introduction of 
secondary«cducatibn for all 

The State prpmotes education, improves the general 
conditions of Work at the educational establishments. 
^, grants scholarships 

Ciiizerw of non-BulRarian extraction, m addition to the 
tompulsory study of Bulgarian, also have the right to 
study their own languages 

In addition to the 1959 General Law on 
Education mentioned pre.viousl>, other impor- 
tant legislation includes the following- 

Order No 631 oj Decemhei 2S, 1971, of the Council oj 
Ministers, which outlined procedures for involving vouth 
who are neither studying nor employed in socially uvefui 
work " Coordinated efforts were to be made for their 
"scholastic and vocational guidance 

* Qrder'tio 433 oj the Bureau oj the ^ouncii oj MiniUers, dated 
Februan 30, 1972, in accordance with Decree No I of 
January 22, 1972. which detailed provisions for a unified 
approach to secondary technical education and to voca- 
tional training in general At the same time, primary 
education was to be shonet^ed from 4 to 3 year^, with the 
change taking place over a 5-year period beginning m the 
1973-74 school year ^ 

Decree No 1843 oj March IS, 1972, h the State Council of 
the People's Republic oj Bulgana, which provide;! for creation 
of new general councils as governing bodies at higher 
education institutions Representation to these councils 
includes all levels of staff, student represeataiives. and 
individuals from the appropriate state ministries involved 
m tbe specific activity (eg. transportation, construction, 
and agriculture) ^ 

Decree No 907 of the State Council oj the People's Republic of 
Bulgaria. daUd May 9, 1972, v^hich clanfied the activities of 
the Higher Certification Commission m certifying studies 
completed at higher education institutions 

Decree No 5 oj February 7. 197). of ike (,ouncil of Mtnisters, 
which established a unified^ system for graduate Kaming 
of specialists 

In addition, a number of programs and poli- 
cies concerning education have been advanced 
by Communist Party Congresses, by the Central 
Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party, 
and by the Diftiilrov league of Young Com/nn- 
msts (thrcugh resolutions of its congresses and 



declarations of its Central Committee). 'Depend- 
ing upon their nature, these decisions are either 
implemented directly m, practice or are adopted 
by the appropriate bodies and* given legal sanc- 
tion through orders, decrees, or legislation. For 
instance, some of the current reforms developed 
following a memorandum from Todor Zhivkov, 
First Secretary of the Bulgarian Communist 
Party, to the Politburo of the CeiAr^l Committee 
of the Bulgarian Communist PartVand read at 
Its Plenary Session, held from JulXsO to 31. 
1969 

Administrfition 

The nalfonal level —The Ministry of Public 
Educatioij, tieaded by the Minister and several 
Deputy Assistant Ministers, is the most impor- 
tant adniinistrative body m the country for the 
primary, intermediate, and secondary education 
levels" Ii encompasses among its many and* 
varied 'functions responsibility ' for ideological 
work in the schools, teaching methocts, and 
curricular matenals h approves all basic curric- 
ulums, courses of study, and school programs, 
supervises the writing and publication of text- 
books and most other curricular materials and 
the preparation of auxiliary teaching aids, insti- 
tutes standards and procedures for hiring teach- 
ers, establishes scFiool entrance requirements, 
determines the calendar for schools all types, 
and can establish or close secondary schools 
under its immediate jurisdiction 

The administration and operation of most 
vocational schools and some technicums are the 
responsibility of the Government ministry, eco- 
nomic trust (large Government unit responsible 
for an indusmal sector), or other unit under 
whose jurisdiction the particular trade or voca- 
tion falls Each unrt administering such schools 
contains one or more educational sections that 
are directly responsible for them In the case of 
vocational schools, interdepartmental commit- 
tees at the national, provincial, and school levels 
also review and adm'inister particular vocational 
programs These commuters include' Waiional 
educators, workers from the particular induslrv. 
and representatives from the appropriate minis- 
try or unit On-the-job training is also controlled 
by education committees within the particular 
establishmcnis 

The Minist4-y of Public Education, however, 
reviews and coordinates all vocational education 
and \hc educational requirements for each pro- 
gram through a special guidance •council at the 
national level, the 1 nterdepartment4l Council 



for Scholastic and Vocational Guidance. The 
Ministry also is responsible for alT aspects of 
vocational education relating directly to instruc- 
tion anJ methods, for primary and interfnediate 
level education courses for^ctory workers at 
theT;;^^^Jace of employment (under a program 
inaugura^ted in 1972), and for vocational schools 
not under tKe exclusive control of other minis- 
tries. 

' Higher education is df^ected bv a special 
Council of Higher Education, which is a sUbunit 
of the national Committee for Science, Technical 
Progress, and Higher Education The Council 
coordinates and organizes the programs of all 
the various higher educalion-institutions in the 
country, and determines the number of special- 
ists needed to fulfill projected state plans 

The provincial iex'd —A Province, governed bv 
us Provincial People's Council or Soviet, has as 
an adjunct* a section for public education with 
some of the structural characteristics of the 
national Ministrv of Public Education The sec- 
tion implements the regulations and instructions 
set down by the Ministry of Public Education 
and the decisions and policies adopted bv the 
Provincial People's Councii or its executive com- 
mittee It also directly supervises ?nd adminis- 
ters most general polytechnical schools withm 
the Province Often a special education commit- 
tee fro'Tn the Provincial People's Council is also 
formed to oversee the work of this section 

Tfu local Ifx'el—A local communitv. also gov- 
erned by a local People's Council, mav have a 
special section for pub\il education as an adjunct 
if the community is jarge If not, the >>)uncil 
Itself assumes the educational functions that 
would have been assigned to the section I hese 
include adrninistering and funding some kinder- 
gartens in the community and the schools in 
which attendance is compulsory (currentlv. 
grades 1-8) The schtx)U are administered on a 
daily basis by a director, with the assistance of 
the school soviet or council ^ 

The Communist Pflr/v— The Bulgarian Com- 
munist Party plays a major although indirect 
role in the aSministrative process because its 
members hold most of the key administrative 
positions in aH levels of education A school 
director and a number of teac/iers are almost 
always Party members, -and together they consti- 
tute the Party cell of\he sdy^l I he memt>ers 
of the People's Councils »r the local and provin- 
cial levels and perhapsjhe gre^it majoritv of the 
educational workers m the education sections at* 
each respective level are also Partv members At 
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the national level, the Minister of Public "Kcfuca- 
tion IS in fact, although not bv law. a member of . 
the Central Q^rnmittee of the Partv Likewise 
most of his staff, particularlv those \Mth major 
responsibilities, arc high-ranking members of 
the Bulgarian (>ommunist Partv The rector Oi 
the University of Sofia ^Iso is usuallv a member 
of yhe Partv's Central Committee Although this 
relationship between the Partv and kev adminis- 
trators exists in all other areas of Bulgarian 
societv, it is especiallv important in education 
because of the ideological functions assigned to 
education I bus education policies adopted ay 
national Partv (.ongresses and bv the Central 
Committee of the Partv are implemented bv the 
Partv members responsible for the Nation's ed' 
ucational processes In each school, therefore, 
the sch(K)l partv cell is involved in carrving out 
these policies Similarlv. education policies-deveT- 
oped at Partv meetings of a Province are imple- 
menterl m the schools <A rhc particular Province 



Educational Planning 

State planning for B-ulgaiian education en- 
compasses all instructional levels and all educa- 
tion institutions Education is integrated directh 
into the various jiational 5- and 20-vear plans 
accorfiing to decisions made at congresses of the 
Bulgarian Communist Partv and the plenums ol 
Its Central Committee Fach plan includes^ 
section on education and is roor/linatecl with the 
projected economic and anticipateci social needs 
of the*countrv -^fter being formallv^ proposed 
and adopted f)v the Partv. a plan must l)e 
approved bv the State Planning Committee (or- 
dinarilv the inttTanng IkmIv) and ratified bv \\\c 
National Assemf)lv, whereupon it t)ecomes law 
Local requests for funding new items in an 
education plan are submitted to the* State Plan- 
ning Committee through a weil-cleilned.net- 
work Each education institution in a Province 
draws up a plan and estimiates the cost of anv 
project that it seeks to undertake This plan is 
then forwarded to the section lor public educa- 
tion of the Prcnincial People's (>ouncil There 
the requests are. reviewed and analv/ecl m terms 
of (he. Province as a whole Subsequen^h , thev 
are combined into a unif"ia<l request >and submit- 
ted bv them(ovincial section for publu educatiqn 
to the rfStional Ministry of Public Education 
This bodv next prepares an education plan for 
the entire nation and submits \i to >the' State . 
I^lanning (x)mmittee. which analv/es and adjusts 
It in terms of the original draft of the Partv 
Congress and submits it to the (>entral (>ommir 
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tee of the Communisi Party and the Council of 
Ministers for ratification The final plan and 
budget then must be approved by the National 
Assembly, as indicated prtviouslv 

The State Planning Committee subsequently 
serves as the coordinating ' bo^y for the plan, 
gathering statistical data and developing indices 
• regarding progress foward its achievement. Its 
powers are considerable, and policies (^leveloped 
by that body are obligatory for all ministries, 
provincial councils, and institutions, including 
all schools of everv type at all levels below 
higher education 

Plans for higher education in Bulgaria are 
dxawn up in terms of the projected national 
(Jemand for specialists m a particular discipline, 
field, ^r industry The Committee for Science, 
Technical Progress, and Higher .Education es- 
tablishes national education prionties and deter- 
mines student quotas far e-lch specialty as ? 
whole as well as for all higher education institu- 
tions and their teaching fields. These quotas 
must then be confirmed bv the State Planning 
Committee before they assume the force of law 
.and acti/al quotas can be assigned 

In certain vocational training programs, the 
rrumber of opeiiings allotted to each field is 
determined jointly bv the Ministry of Labor and 
Social Welfare, the State Planning Committee, 
and the Ministry of. Public Education— again on 
the basis of projecnons submitted from the 
various mVlustries and economic and agricultural 
enterprises Since 1972. the Ministry of L^r 
and Social Welfare has been responsible for 
ijnifying all activities mvolvrng retraining work-'' 
ers and updating their skiHs I his retraining 
aspect IS included in the. total planning prog^^m 

FinancingAi^ 

Education is finance/l as part of the national, 
budget, m harmonv with the long-range state 
socioeconomic plan (or plans), and m line with 
the general policy cle(*isions of ^e Bulgarian 
Communist Partv and its leadership The pro- 
posed education budget is usually assembled bv 
the finance Planliing Section of the Ministry of 
Public' Education on the basis of needs at the 
national level and stated requests from the 
various Provinces' Even certain locally financed 
expenditures are integriyed mto the total na- 
tional plan This projeirted education budget js 
then submitted to the Ministry of finance for 
review and possible revision m terms of the 
total national budget, and finallv included m 
the general state budget request for the coming 



year This projected state bucfget, of which the 
education budget is a part, is then submitted 
for final approval to the Bulgar'^ian, National 
Assembly Generally few. if*any, changes are 
made during the Assemi^ly review process 

In tfie education budget, the fiscal year corre- 
sponds to the calendar,year rather than to the 
school year, thus meshing education requests 
even more fully with ihose of the economy at 
large. 

In 1974. th^ education budget represented 
8 25 percent of the nationaP budget and 4 89 
percent of the gros^^patlC)nal income ' It is 
difficult to ascertain (he exact expendaures for 
education m Bulgaria, however. >^because manv 
vocational and te<;hnical institutions are financed 
not bv a specific education ministry, but bv 
other ministries or factories, trusts, and enter- 
prises related to the particular vocation 



Academic Calendar 

All general poivtechnical schools open on 
September 15 The closing date vanes with 
grade level, from May 31 to June 30 School 
sessions are held ^ davs a week Usuallv higher 
education institutions also begin work on Sep- 
tember 15, although m some cases it mav be op 
September 1 Such schools generally end their 
academic vear on June 30, although some may 
continue until Julv 20, especially if work expen- 
ences are involved 

L'nder the reformed system, the school year 
will be divided mto ? semesters, the first from 
September 15 to January 31. andffie second 
from February 5 to the end of the school year. 
There are 3 vacation periods— from December 
31 to January 14. from February I to Februarv 
5. and from April I to April 10 

Language of Instruction 

The language of ir^struction in almost all cases 
IS Bulgarian However, c hildren of the Turkish 
ethnic' minoritv sometimes receive instruction in 
their native Turkish ijTprimary school and study 
Bulgarian as a second language 1 here are also a 
nuni[)cr of speciaf foreign language s< hools in 
which the materials and iristna rioii aie in the- 
foreign language (see p 11) 

fion Ffiiuation in the PfopU\ Refniblu of Bulf^ana in thf 1974- 
75 SfKoot Yfor Report prcwnicd lo ihc V)th Inicrnational 
(,onlcren<c on Fducdiion. (n^heva Scpiembrr 1975 SofU 
The MinKlr> ^75 p r^'i 
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Using a fSreign lancpdage for a part of in for-' 
mal instruction may |in certain instances com- 
mervce as early as kindergarten. Child rea may 
learn to sing songs m other languages, count, 
say *some phrases, and perhaps even listen to^ 
and follow directions in these languages. T:his 
type of education for preschoolers is encour- 
aged; teachers who can use a foreign language 
may be hired specifically because of this ability, 
and foreign langu^e aamties may comprise an 
important part of the preschool (Jay 

Grmding System 

Grading for all levels under both the present 
and the reformed educational sy&r^m is numeri- 
• cal pn a 6-point scale^as follows ^ 

6 = excellent (oUukm) 
5 =^very good (mnogo dob^r) 
4 * good {dob"T) 
3 » average iirecUnj 
2 = poor (slab) 

verv poor (losh) 

Under the present system, pupils must obtain 
at least a grade of "3" m every subject in order 
to be promoted. Students receiving a grade of 
"2" in one or two subjects are required to ;ake 
another examination on the subject at the start 
of the next school year. Successful completion 
of this examination permits them to continue ir\ 
the^ext grade. No pupil may repeat a particular 
grade more than once, nor repeat more than 2 
grades during his entire school career Specia^ 
intensive makeup classes are conducted by teach- 
ers in the summer to help failing studems so 
that they may move on to the next grade. 

A campaign has been in effect for some time 
now to decrease the number of repeaters in the 
elementary grades. Teachers are expected to 
tutor their failing students in specwl, intensive 
makeup classes during the summer vacation in 
order to bfing them up to the minimum level, 
of their class. In past years, approximately. IQ 
percent of elementary students participated in 
makeup programs of .this type, and of this 
percentage about half were able tOr move with 
the rest of their class to the next grade. 

Under the new system, pupils in grades I to 
3 will automatically be passed to a higher grade 
at the end of the school year and will receive a 
written rather than a numerical evaluation of 
their work. At all levels, grades will be elimi- 
nated in physical education, vocational training, 
singing, and drawing. 



EnrolMnent 

In the l97fr-77 school year, Bulgarian Gov- 
ernment sources- re^K)rted that 1,832.820 perr 
sons were enrolled in school programs in a 
Bulgarian education institution of some type 
'This means that about 2Lpercent out of a total 
population of <ibout 8 7 milliqn attended school ' 
full-time. Not included in the 1.832,820 are an 
additional 34,495 students in evening courses 
and 51,237 in correspondence programs 

• Although attendance in kifncTergarten is not 
compulsory, 74 percent of the children betweey 
the ageJ of 3 and 7 were enrolled' in school year 
1975-76,^ reflecting present efforts to increase 
kindergarten attendance. "Because gr.ades I 
through 8 (intermediate level; sre compulsory, 
practically all students who complete primary 
school actualty do continue through grade 8, 
Si^dce the new reforms consolidating secondary 
education have not yet been put into effect, 
graduates still must decide upon the type of 
educational institution, if any, they will attend. 
Presently, about 111,000 students complete the 
eighth grade annually. Qf these, ^bout 70 per- 
cent, or 78,000. attend vocational schools, and 
the remaining 30 percent either begin grade 9 
of the general polytechnical school (about 29,000 
graduate each year) or enter the labor market 
With the total numi>er of those attending voca 
tional schools of all kinds consisting not only of 
the approximately 78,000 recent grade-8 gradu- 
ates but also of persons returning to school to 
learr\ a vocation, about 25,000 each year com- 
plete a secondary vocational school, 17,000 com 
plete a school of less than full secondary rank, 
and 40,000^ technic5um or arrart school.^ 

Of those continuing their education beyond 
the secondary level, about 4.000 will eventually 
graduate from semi-higher education institu- 
tions and 13,000 from higher education institu- 
tions. Of these 13,000, about 5,600 will have 
specialized in engineering. 1,000 in agriculture, 
2,000 m economics. 1,000 m some branch of 
the health sciences. 2,500 in some field of 
education, and the rest in law, physical educa- 
tion, and the fine arts. 



» Ncncho Stanev, Mmuter^of PuWk Education, m a state 
m^nt published in Staifyani, September 1975. pp 8^9 

> Narodna Republika B'Mganya (People's Republic of Bul- 
garia) Statistuhtskt godtshntk na Narodna Republika, B'^lganja. 
1974 (Statistual Yearbook of the PtopU'i Refmblu of Bulgana, 
1974 ) Sofia MinistentVo na informatisiyau i s'obihtcniyata 
(Ministry of Information and Communication), 1974 pp 
344-51 
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Table l^Number of schoola, student^, and teachers, by level or type of school: 197&-77 

'l— indicates no data given.] ^ , • 

I ' I . > ■ : 

' • • Uvel or type of school ^ SchooU Students Teachers 

"Total 11,649 i'.852.470 118,243 

Kindergartens .7?. . 7,256 394,716 25,884 

^ General polytechnical sohools, day : 3,607 ' 1^070,7 1 5 56,035 

^"^n^, r — t39l,498) (16,392y 

Intermediate _ (585,300) (32.493) 

Secondary r _ ^ (99,917) (7,150) 

General polytechnical schools, evening . . . .rr 40 I3?740 633 

Special schools ; 125 ij^gsO 2.341 , 

Technicums, day , 217 94,658 ^ 9.421 

TeChnicurps, evening ; \ 15 . 1 16,710 426 

Other vocational schools . . ;\ 313 149,729 9.559 

Semi-higher institutes 45 219143 2,3^5 

Higher education institutions . . r ^ 26 ^75!o79 ll!619 

• • There are in additwn 18.566 correspondence students ♦ 
•miere are-in addition 3,437 conrspondencc studenu. • 
> *There are in addition 1,279 evening studenu and 27,304 correspondence students " 

Source Adapted from- People's Republic of Bulgaria. Ministn; of Public Education Education tn the People s Republic of 
Bulgana m Uu 1975^1977 School Years Report presented to the 36th iniernanonal Conference on Education. Geneva. 
September 1977 Sofia- The Ministry. 1977 Pp. 143-49 

/ 

The numbers of Bulgarian schooU, students, parents' days off from work. (2) half-day nurs- 
, and teachers by various levels and types during ^ry kindergartens. (3) seasonal kindergartens, 
the school-year 1976-77 are shown in table 1. maintained primarily in rural ^reas dunr^g an- 
PRESCHOdLFnurATION nual peaWjrk periods (i.e.. generally durmg 

PRESCHOOL EDUCATION the ha^^e^siason); or (4) aINday kindergartens. 

w„^^ c u 1 ^^^^ ^^"^ ^ to 5 or 6 p.m. The Ia5t 

Nursery Schools is ^he most frequent type. 

Infants may be admitted to the nursery Activities contribute to the development of 
schools OasU) at the age of 10 months and language, number concepts, rhythmic and sing- 
remain there until the age of 3 years, when they ing skills, and ethical and political values. For- 
may enroll in regular preschool education pro- eign languages a^o may be included, being 
grams. These nursery schools are not actually taught* through conversation, play, and song 
part of the school system but are under ihe ® 
jurisdiction of the Ministry of Health. Attend- 
ance is not compulsory, the nursery schools GRADES I THROUGH 11 
being operated primarily as childcare centers for 

the convenience of parents who are both em- At the age of 7 (or now often 6 under the 

ployed. Some fee is generally charged. reformed system), children begin attending the 

general jxilytechnical school (Sredno obshtoobraio- 
: RindergmrtefU vaUlno poltiekhnichesko uchtltshte — literally, middle 
Kindergartens (rf^tjfa^a^mi) may be attended general education polytechnical school). As 
by children from age 3 until they enroll in a noted earlier, its current I I -year program is in 
general polytechnical school at age 7 or— in- the process of being shortened to 10 years, and 
creasingly under the new reforms — age 6. At- other changes are being initiated that will be 
tendance in these preschool institutions is>not discussed under "The Reformed System' on 
^ required, and a nonninal tuitio^ fee is usually 'pages 12 and 13 
charged. * • The general polytechnical school serves a two- 
Kindergartens may be of several types. (I) fold function. (I) To provide students ^with 
Boarding institutions where the children, stay general education m the social sciences (includ- 
throughout the week, gqing home only on their ing Communijt theory and practice), mathemat- 



ICS, the natural and' physical serenes, and mod- tially, the vocational aspect. was pven considera- 

ern languages and literature, an* (2) to train ble emphasis, but during the late I960's and 

them in at least one vocation -at ^ sufficiently early 1970's there was a move toward increased 

advanced level to qualify them for entrance into general education, with the humanities and^o- 

the work force. "Education in labor" forms an cial sciences receiving more attention This 

integral paM of the school curriculum at all change accelerated after the 1969 ami 1971 

levels, from grade 1 through grade 8, and plenums of the Central Conimittee of the Bul-^ 

practical wcjrVk experience in an industry related garian Communist Party, which decided upon 

to a student's vocation is mandated. In addition, the significant reforms of Bulgarian education 
preinduction military training is now also re- The general polytechnical school is divided 

quired of u^r-grade students. The curnculura into Three levels or^^llschools"— primary, inter- 

for the 11-year program of the general poly- mediate, and seco^Wary. 
technical school is shown in table 2. 

The balance between general education and Primary Schools 
vocational training has shifted since the poly- Sometimes referred to as the elementary 

technical school was established m 1959 Ini- school, the primary school (nachalno uchiluhte) 

Table 2.— Hours per week by grade lc>el in each subject in the general polytechnical school 

curriculum: 1977 

[ — indicates zero hours per week] 

Grade 



Subject' 1 2 3 4, 5 6 7 8 9 10 II 



General 

Bulgarian laoguage and literature 1010 9*8 6 6 5 5 4 3 4 

•Russian language . ' — — 2 3 3. 4 3 2 2 1^1 

WesterA language^ — — — — — — — 2 3 3 2 

Mathematics* 5566654'5'5 45 

Study of the motherland 1 1 1 2 — — — — — — — 

Physics and astrctnomy — — 3^2 2,3 3 4 

Chemistry , . ______22232 

Biology -i--;^l~22222 — 

Geography ^. _ _ _ U2 2 2 2 2 2 2 — 

History and' the constitution — — 2 2 2 2^3 2 2 2 2 

Psychology and logic — ^ — — * — — — — — .1 1-2 

Fundamentals of communism — — ^ — — — — ; — — — 2-3 

Physical education/ . .33-22322222^ 

Fine Arts • . [ I 1 2 2 2 2 ~ ~ ~ ^ — 

Singing and music 222 2 2211*1—'.— 

Military-technical training — — — — — — — — 2 I — 

Vocational' ' 

Education m labor^ 2 2^22 2 222 — — — 

Fundamentals of agriculture . — — — * — — — — 2 — — 

Production practice . , .. — — — > — — — ( — — 3 6 6 



'In addition to ihe luted required courses, elective^ m the 'ith through 1 1th gradeVmcIUdc the fallowing addmonal 
cour^ework \h the Russian language or m a Western language. I^tin. Turkiih. muiiL. drawtngf itenography. and 
automobiles and tractors Also. 2 weeks per year are assigned m evcrv grade for excursions and socially uie/ul work 

'Western toreign language *is obligatory However, where a nhool offers more than one foreign language, the-siudeni 
ordinarily may select the one he will study 

'Practical work experience is required of students each year from grade ^WIO 

*Oi the hours tor education m fabor. I hour per week has been allotted to work »n the educational agricultural field" 
of school In grades 5 and 6. and a total of 20 hours per year in grade 7 ^ 

Source Adapted irom Peoples Republic of Bulgaria. Ministry t>f Publn Fdijcation Ediuatwn m iht PfoplA Republu of 
Bulgana m thf / 97 5-/ 977 School >far\ Report presented to the S6th International Cxmfercntc on Education, (/cncva. 
September 1977 Sofia. The Ministry. 1977 
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until recently consisted of grades I through 4, 
The reformed primary program, which was to 
be fully effective in school year 1975-76! is 
shown in table '2. The latter program consoli- 
dates into 3 years the work formerly accom- 
plishe^d in 4 ^ h 

Intermediate Schools 

Sometimes referred to as the progymnasium 
iprogtmnaziya), the intermediate school consists 
, of grades 5 through 8 For some students (about 
4 percent) this stage terminates their formal 
education The curriculum is shown in table 2 
Students completing the first 8 grades of the 
general pwlytechnical school are awarded a cer- 
tificate isvidetfbtvo). To proceechon to the sec- 
ondary school or gymnasium (gtmnaziyaK stu- 
dents must pass examinations m mathematics 
and the Bulgarian language This requirement 
must be met whether they plan to continue 
their studies m the same school unn or go to 
another one Students who fail these^ examina- 
tions usually either terminate their schooling or 
enroll in iJ^lower vocational school Enrollment 
vocational schools is not, of course, limited to 
students who have failed these examinations 

Secondary Schools 

Sometimes termed the gymnasium (^mnaziya). 
the secondary school presently consists of grades 
9 through I 1 Successful completion of tKe work 
at this level earns the students the secpndarv 
school certificate, the matiira. 

Graduates of the fultsgeneral polytechnical 
< school can apply for admission to anv Bulgarian 
university, higher or semi-higher education insti- 
tution, technical, or vocational school 

Foreign Language Schools 

Another form of the general pohtec hnical 
school, foreign language schools tram specialists 
in Russian ipoliiekhnicke^kt uchilishla.s prepodavane 
na rush ezik) and in the major Western European 
languafjfes, French. (;erman. and P:nglisb (polh 
tekhmcheski nchilishta s prepodav^me na fremki, ne- 
mashki, ili angliish ezik) The curriculum in these 
schools IS generally identical to that m the 
regular program of the general polytechnical 
school, and graduates ra<eive the same certifi- 
cate (the matura) as those completing the regular 
rogram 

The Russian program is offered for gr^ies 1 
through 11, althouj^ students in*'certain cases 
may enroll m it at the end of grade 7 The 
p'rogram in tb(- other languages is offered for 



grades 8 through II, with a separate year 
between grades 7 and 8 devoted to preparatory 
work af 24 hours per vyeek. Thus, the Russian 
program is 4 or II years in length, and in 
either case involves the same total number of 
years as the regular school ^program; whereas 
the program for French, German, and English 
requires 5 years of study, making the jotal 
length of the combined school program for its 
students 12 years. Admission to thes;e schools is 
by competitive examination. • ^ 
In the Russian program, Russian is the sole 
jjedium of instruction from the very beginning. 
In the other language programs, from the 8th 
grade on, an irtcreasing number of subjects are 
taught m the respective foreign language, wntil 
m the I Ith grade all subjects (except Bulgarian) 
are taught m the foreign Janguage 

VOCATION AL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

Since about I960, vocational-technical educa- 
tion has been provided in a n timber of ways for 
students who have completed 8 years of study 
Also, students who have completed the full 
general polytechnical school (II years of study) 
and desire to specialize m some trade or vocation 
often can enroll in a technicum or in a less 
advanced vocational school and complete the 
course ofstudy in as little as 2 years This r(5ute 
15 sometimes pursued by youths who are not 
admitted to a higher education institution Since 
the mid-1960*s» enrollment m the various voca- 
tional schools has been more than twice that (n 
the secondary level of the general polytechnical 
schools 

Changes now being made in vcxational edu- 
cation will be discussed under "The Reformed 
System * on page 13 , * 

. In terms of purpose, program, and structure, 
these vocational institutions can generally be 
divided into three type< — lower Vocational 
schools, middle vocational schools, and techni- 
cums. 

Lower Vocational Schools ^ 

Operating on the trade, or perhaps even sub- 
trade level, the lower vocational school {projesion- 
alno-tekhnuhesko uchtltshte, literally, professional 
vocational-technical school) provides students 
with basic and practical skills that can be applied 
imnrrediately and directly on a job Students 
generally enter after completic^n of the eighth 
gr^ade. although some mav be admitted after 
the seventh grade and some transfer from ather 



secondary or vocational programs. The amount 
of general course work included ig the curricu- 
lum IS limited. The course of study in most of 
these schogjis is 2 years in duratiori, and students 
GoJnpleting it receive a vocational schoob»teaving 
certificate and usually enter the work for«. 

Wddl^^iitioiiml Schools 

.Pfovidin^ vocational education of a somewhat 
more advanced nature and mpre general j:ourse ' 
wprk than j^he lower vocational school, jthe mid- . 
die vocatiorfal school {sredno profesionalno-tekhni- 
chesko uchilishte, literally, middle vocational-tech- 
nical school) generally offers programs of 3 or 
mone years*. At the end of the program, students 
are required to pass a matriculation examination 
(both written and oral) in Bulgarian and mathe- 
matics and a qualificati6n examination on their 
spedial subject of, study and its related practical 
work. Successful students receive both the ma- 
tura and a certificate or qualification {kvdlifitsiran 
rabotritk) listing their level or grade of proficiency 
and ^entitling thenr to work at. their particular 
"^trade or vocation. They may also occasionally 
apply for admission to a'fiigher education insti- 
tution iif their academic program has been sub' 
^tantially the same, in courses and content, as 
that of the general polytechnical school. 



Technicums . ■ 

The purpose of the technicum (tekhntkum) is 
to tram students to be technicians (rather than 
semiskilleckDr skilled workers) for various tech- 
nicaK econm™^, medical, and agricultural fields. 
The program is usually 4 years in dufation, 
although spme are only VU years and some as 
long as 5 years. .^11 students in technicums must 
not orrly take course work in a * specialized 
vocational-technical area, but also complete^ a 
spe(!ifjed number of hours of^ the followijig 
general aCJaclemic subjects,*which comprise about 
^5 percent of the^total number of hours in the 
tecjjnicum program; 



Sub)ect - 
Bulgarian language and literature 

Chemistry ^ ... 

Fundamentals of communism 

History . ... 

Mathematics' . . . • - 
Military- technical education ^ 
Physical training . . - . .N . 

♦Physics * 

Russian 

Western. language . • 

Total . ^ . ... . 



Hours 
351 

" 1-42 
76 
142 
457 
142 
270 

' 178 
H2 

, 142' 

i2(M2 



A State exapiination in Bulgarian and mathe- 
matics (both written and oral) is required for 
graduation from a technicum. In addition, a 
diploma project is necessary, which usually in- 
volves solving a pr^actical prpblem in the stu- 
dent's area of specialization. Lastly, th^ studient 
must'^pass a practical examination irT^is or her 
specialty^ ^ 

'Students successfully completing these re 
quirements receive thfe maCura and a certi 
of qualification as te^ihnicians in their par 
specialty. They are, furthermore, entit 
ap{)ly for admission to any higher educatio 
institution. Again, because of the relatively 
greater emphasis on vocationally oriented tech- 
nical subjects than on general academic y^bjects, 
most graduat^ of a technicum who elect to 
continue their education cfo so at a specialized 
higher education institute in their particular 
iechnical field. 

OtKer Vocational Education^ 

Vocational education limited nature is 

also provided by the general polytechnical 
school, since all students are required to Study 
some tracts or vocation in addition to their 
academic studitfs.> Voc^rtional training is likewise 
available in secondary-level music and art 
schools, the State Choreographic $ch6ol,* the ' 
Theplogfical Seminary-^ the Bulgarian Ortho- 
dox Church, and various similar schools. 

THE REFORMED SYSTEM ^ 

TRe reformed systi^ will Introduce changes 
both in, the structure of general and vocational 
education (as, outlined under ^Structure" on p. 4) 
and, concomitantly, in the currici^lum^-of the 
geheral polytechnical school, which will be called 
the '"unifieci secondary polytechnical school." 
Begun in 1973-74, these changes are beyig 
instituted gradually over a number of years. ^ 

• y 

Length of Program j. 

The course of study in the general polytech-^ 
nical school will be shortened from 1 1 to 10 
years. Thii change is being effected by reducing 
the length of primary education from 4 to 3 
years. The content of the primary grades has 
been redistributed over a 3-year cycle. Grade 1 
cam^ under the new program in 1973-74, grade 
'2 in 1974-75, and grade 3 in 1975-1976, thus 
completing the period of transition. Grade -5 
has become grade' 4; although the tontecit ii^ 




admission* 
teal school 
enrollment 
igh grade 1 is 
the lower age 



generally the'same as before, so that the final 
grade will be grade 1 0 instead of grade 11. ' 

^ge of Admission^l^ 

Plans call for lowerihg th 

to •the-' general (or unified) 

to 6 from 7, the generall 

age under the old syste*" 

now under the/ reformed s y ^ 

of admission has not been fully effectecl. Thus 

most young people will complete their secondary 
^education by the age of 16 and either enroll in 

a sc'joo' or higher ^dutation institu* 

^tion, or enter the work force at an earlier age.^ 

This has the effect of increasing Bulgaria's 

available manpower, which is one qf the main. 

purposes of the reforms. 

Compulsory Attendance 

The number of years of required school at- 
tendance will be increased from 8 to 10 year^, 
until the age of 18 (for students who because 
of jmjng^ad to repeafone or more grades 
hav^Kt graduated earlier). Thus, since students 
will begin^ grade 1 at 6 years of age! attendance 
will generally he required throughout the new^ 
10- year program in the unified poly technical 
school (Note that ^Ithoqgh the nev^Njj^me in- 
cludes the term "secondary " the school includes 
the primary and intermediate levels as well as 
' the secondary level.) 



in the Bulgarian language and njathematics. 
This reform of the examination process in Bul- 
garia is currently in a state of flux and may be 
changed somewhat in the hear future. 

Vocational Edi4ation 

Under the new reforms,' vocational schools 
will gradually be upgraded or replaced by'post- 
^secondary institutions. This nc^ans that much of 
the vocational preparation now occurring m 
vocational schools at the 'secondary level will 
either be provided in the general polytechnical 
school or be deferred to the postsecondary level. 
The name of ikjs newly restructured institution 
has been changed to ^'unified polytechnical 
school" (edinnoto sredrio polUekhntchesko uchtlishU, 
literally, unified secondary [or middle] poly- 
technical school) to reflect the new aims and 
funaions set for it, namely, providing all the 
varied secondary school programs fffl^rly of- 
fered by a great number of different institutions. 

Persons wbo for one reason pr another drop 
out will be required to qualify for some occupa- 
tion through on-the-job training or other more 
informal, but organized, vocational courses out- 
side the regular school program. 

Those who continue vocational education m 
the technicums may be "trained production 
workers" at tHe^^aee of 17 or 18, and those who 
elect som^ form-if university level studies "will 
be speciafjsts vmh a higher education diploma" 



Requirements 

t 

The curriculum of the unified polytechnical 
school will be divided into three broad areas- 
nature and matheitiatics, the humanities, and 
manual-polytechnical training. Within each area, 
there will be both required and elective courses. 

Stiideots completing' grade 10 with no grade 
lower than "3" during the last year of school 
will be permitted to take a series of final exami- 
nations in the Bulgarian language (oral and 
written), mathematics (oral and writtep), and 
Russian, physics, chemistry, and Bulgarian his- 
tory (all oral); if they pass, they will be awarded 
a diploma that will qualify them to apply for 
admission td any vooaional/technical school or 
higher education institution. Those students 
who are not allowed to take these examinations, 
elect not to take them, or fail them, will simply 
be given a certificate of graduation (svtdeUUtvo) 
and ^ill enter the labor pool. Pupils with an 
average grade of at least "3" during their entire 
secondary school career are exempt from ^11 
examinations except the written parts of those 



19 or 20. 

1 The training leading to qualification in k 
vocation or skilled trade generally will take place 
at the postsecondary level either (1) in programs 
of industrial education supported primarily by 
factories and other enterprises or (2) in techni- 
cums. The technicums will be organized as a 
separate' independent subsystem in the total 
educational structure and will be mostly of 
postsecondary rank. 

HIGHER EDUCATION 

The goals for Bulgarian higher education 
have been stated many times in numerous offi- 
cial Government and Communist Party docu- 
ments. The main tasks of the university include. 

[training) scholarly cadre and spcaalists . capable of 
discovering the most direct, most effectual, and most 
economic paths for the practical application and utilization 
of new research discoveries in the different area? of 



* Todor Zhivkov (Communist Party First Secretary) Rabot- 
nuhesko Delo (Labor's Cause.) Aug. 1, 1969, p 1.^ 
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socialist bfc. . . . Ii requires . . . Marxist-Leninisi pnnciples 
... a higl^y developed consaousness oY ihc social calling, 
and a Responsibility of the schoIai*and specialist as the 
builder of a new social order * ' * 

It thus requires a person who is both Marxist 
and a specialist — a p^son who adheres to Party 
^principles (whether or not he is officialty a 
member) find who aL the same tinje possesses 
high vocational competence with.^ which he can 
contribute to the Bulgarian socialfst society. 
Higher education in Bulgaria is provided in 
, what are known as semi-higher institutes and in 
higher education institutions. 1 



Semi-Higher Institutes 

Postsecondary educational programs of 2 to 3 
years' duration are provided by semi-higher 
institutes (p'oluvisshi institliti) for studertts who 
have received the mature. Graduates qualify at a 
lower level in their^ particular specialty than do 
graduates of the full higher education institu- 
tions. 

Semi-higher institutes include those for train- 
ing primary, intermediate, secondary, and voca- 
tional teachers; railroad personnel; and post 
office, telephone., and telegraph workers. So^e 
of the more important Bulgarian institutes in 
this category are the Institute for Librarians, 
.with a 2-y6ar program, ,the Winter Institute of 
Agriculture and the Postal. Telegraph, and Tel- 
ephone Institute, each wj^h a 3-year program, 
and the various institutes for teachers {uchitelski 
institutiy, with 2- and 3-year courses for future 
teachers of the primary and intermediate school 
levels, respectively. v 



Higher Education Institutions 

With 4- to 6-year programs of study, higher 
education institutions (xnssht uchebnt zavedeniya) 
may be divided into two categories: (1) universi- 
ties and (2) specialized institutes in various tech- 
nical areas such as agriculture, -finance and 
economics, art, music, physical education, engi- 
neering, mathematics, and medicine. As table .3 
shows, /irT 1973-74 there were 28 higher educa- 



* TodorZhivkov (Communist Party First Secretary). "Nau- 
kata 1 obrazovanicto v siuzhba na zhivota" education and 
Scholarship in the Service of Life"), Izbrnm s'cktnrmja (Col- 
lecUd Works). Sofia: Partizdat, 1971. 8.375 Speech given on 
Oct. 14, 1971, at the opening of the University of Veliko 
"Frnovo, Cyril and Methodius Translation by the author. 



^ 'Institutions of university rank not usually listed in Bulgar- 
ian informational materials for overseas consumption also 
include (I) C Benkovskx VNVVU (Visske narodno voenno 
v**zduskno ucktltshU) (G. Benkovski Higher People's Air Acad- 
emy), (2) C. DimxtT<w VNVAU (Viuhe narodno voenno artilemsko 
uchilishte) (G Dimitrov Higher People's Artillery Academy). 
(3)V Lei>&ktVNVV(Visshe narodno i>oenno uchilishte) {V Levski 
Higher People s Military Academy)^ and (4) ,V Vnpfiaroi' 
ViWVMU (Vtsshe narodno i>oenno morskt uchtlishte) (N Vaptsarov 
Higher People's Naval Academy). 



tion, institutions in Bulgaria,* Of these, 14 were 
located in Sofia, 5 in- Plovdiv, 3 in Varna, 2 in 
Gabrovo, and 1 each in Ruse, Burgas, Svistov, 
and Veliko. Turnovo/ (Sources diffef on the- 
number of higher education institutions, which 
is carried as 24 for 1974-75 in most sources. 
The situation appears to be in flux,) 

Of all the higher education institutions, only 
three are termed ''universities" and provide a 
more general liberal ^rts offering. The oldest \ 
(1888) and largest (17,000 students) is the Uni- 
versity of Sofia, Clement of Ohrid. fhe other 
two, the University of Plovdiv, Paisii of Hilendar, 
and the University of Veliko Turnovo, Cyril 
and Methodius, were founded in 1971 as exten- 
sions of higher pedagogical institutes and to- 
gether have less than hal£^he enrollment of the 
University of Sofia, All other institutions of 
higher learning in Bulgaria provide specializgid, 
technical, or proifessional (cai:eer) trainings of 
some type. 

Since 1973, the new education reforms have 
reorganized Various institutions in ^n effort to 
promote interdisciplinary programs of study and 
fesearch. Areas currently receiving emphasis as 
a result are agrophysics, agricultural economics, 
computer technology and mathematics, erv^- 
neering and economics, apd interdisciplinary 
teacher-training programs. The trend is toward 
broader training in a field ».and elimination of 
some highly specialized programs.* * 

Specific examples of this reorganization in- 
clude: (i) consolidating the Bufgarian Academy 
of Sciences, historically an administratively inde- 
pendent research institution in a large number 
of scientiffc and humanistic fields, with the 
University of Sofia; (2) establishing the George 
Dimitrpv Agricultural Academy by amalgamat- 
ing two colleges and a dpzen research and 
experimental centers for the advanced training 
of agricultdral specialists; and (3) organizing an 
Academy of Medicine that integrates three for- 
merly independent medical schools and the In- 
stitute for the Post-Graduate Training of Physi- 
ciSins. 
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Talkie 3.— Higher educatioi\insritutions» with location and date founded: 1973-74 



Name 



Location 



Universities 

Sofiski uniyersiiet '*Kliment Ohridski' 
(University of Sofia, Clement of 
Ohrid) 

Plovidivski univ^efsitet **Patsii Hilen- 
darkst" 

(University of Plovdiv, Paisii of 
Hilendar) 



Daif founded 



T 



Sofia 



Plovdiv 



1888 as a pedagogical institute. Be- 
came a' university in I&04; granted a 
* charter in 1909. r 

1971. Formerly a higher pedagogical 
institute of the same name. 



Vfliko T^movski unxversxiei "Kiril i 
Metodir 

(University of ^Veliko Turnovo, 
Cyril and Methodius) 

Sp^cialiiSed Institutes - 

Vissh institut za izobrazxtelni izkustva 

"N. Pavlovich'' 

(N. Pavlovich Higher Institute of 
Fine Arts) ^ 

B'Hgarska d"rzhavna konservatona 
(Bulgarian State Conservatory) 

Vissh meditsinsh institut 

(Higher Medical Institute) 



Vis^h ikonomicheski .inUitui "/fizr/ 
Marx" 

(Karl Marx .Higher Institute of 
Economics) 

Vissh institut za narodnoto stopanstvo, 
"DimiCr Blagoev" 

(Dimit*'t* Blagoev Higher Inslitjjte 

of National Economics) 

Vissh selskO'Stopanski institut "Georgi 
Dimitrov' 

. (George Dimilrov Higher Insti- 
tute of Agricultural Economics) 

Vissh veterinarnomeditsinski institut 

"Prof. Georgi Pavlov' 
(Professor Georgi Pavlov Higher 
fnstitute of Veterinary Medicirie) 

Vissh lesotekhnicheski institut- 
(Higher Institute of Forestry) 

Vissh finansovO'SLopanski institut "Pi- 

mitre A. Cenov*' 

(Dimitre A. Cenov Higher Insti** 
tute of Economics and Finance) 



Veliko turnovo. 1971. Formerly a higher pedagogical 
institute of the samp name. 



Sofia 

Sofia 
Sofia 

Sofia 

Varna 

xSofia 



1896. Reorganized in 1921. raised to 
present status arid title m 1^54. 



1904. Reorganized in 1921; acquired 
[Present status and title in 1954. 

1918 as the Faculty of Medicine of 
.the University of Sofia. Detached and 
reorganized as a separate institute in 
1950. 

' ^1920. ^ 



^ 1921 as a->6chool of comfnerce. Be- 
came a Faculty of Economics in 1945; 
^ established a^ an independent insti- 
tute m 1953. 



1921. Reorganized m 1948. 



Sofia 



^1923 as a Faculty of Veterinary Medi- 
cine of the University of Sf)fia Be- 
. canle part of the Institute of Agricul- 
^ ture in 1948; reorganized as a 
separate institution in 1^53 ( 

D'rvenitsa Sofia 1 925. Reorganized in , 1 953. 



Svi^tov 



r956 as a s<^hool of commerce. Be- 
came a school of economics and social 
science m 1948-49, reorganized in 
1952-53 in its present form. 



Tsible 3,— Higher education institutions, with location an<kdate founded. 1973-74 (contiiTu^) 



Name 



Location 



Date jounded 



Vissk tngenemo'Stroxtelen institut 

(HigherHnstitute of Civil Engi-. 
neering) 

Vtssh institut za' fisicheska kultura 
**Georgi Dimitrov' - . , 

(Georgi Dimitrov Higher In^ti-. 

tute of Physical Education) o'^ 

Vissh mashmnO'electroniche^ki institut 
"K. /. Lenin'' . ' 

(V. L. Lenin Higher Institute of 
Electrical and Mechanical 'Engi- 
neering) , ' ^ 

Vtssh khimikotekhnologKheski inMut 
(Higher Institute of Chen^iqal 
-Technology) 

Vissh meditsinski imtitut "Ivan P 
Pavlov*' 

(Ivan P. 'I^^ov Higfier Institute 



"P^c 



of Medici 

Vmh sebkO'Stopanski imtitnt ."Vasil 
Kolarov" \ 

(Vasil Kolarov Higher Institute of 

Agricultural Economics) 

Vissh institut pochranitelna i vliuwva 
promishlenost 

(Higher Institute of the Food and 

Tobacco Industries) 

Vissh in^itut za teatralno itku^tvo 
"Knstu Sarafov'' 
^(Kristu* Sarafov Higher Institute 
for the Theatrical Acts) 

Vvish mino-geolozhki institut 
.(Hig;her Institute of Mining and 
Geology) 

Vnsh institut po mashinoUroene, mehan- 
izatm I elektnjikatMa na ^ehkoto ^to- 
panstvo 

(Higher Institute for Machine- 
Construction, Mechanization, and 
^ Electrification' in Agriculture) 

c 

Vush meditsinski inslitut v ^ 

(Higher Institute of Medicme) 

Vissh khimikotekhnologicheski institute 
(Higher Institute of Chemical 
Technology) 



Sofia 1942 as-a'technical school Constituted 

,ajs a polytechrucal ipstitiite in 1947; 
acquired its present status in 1953. 

Sofia" 1942 as a school Reorganized in 

1944; acquired its pre^sent status and 
title in 1953 

Sofia 14)42 as a faculty of mechanical engi- 

neering Reorgartized as an institute 
m 1953 • i 



Sofia 1945 as aVDepartment of the State 

Polvtechnical Institute Became a fac- 
ulty m 1951 and a separate institute 
in 1954 * 

Plovdiv 1945 as a faculty of the University of 

Sofia Detached in its present form in 
' . * -'195/) • 

Plovdiv 1945 as a part of another institution 

Reorganized in its present form lo 
1950. 

4 

Plovdiv . 1948 as a department of agricultural 
lechrmlogy- B^^me a faculty of food 
technology fp 1950; raised to the sta- 
tus ai^d title of an institute in 1953 

Sofia 1948 



D**rvenitsa Sofia 1953 

'4 

Ruse 1954 



Varna 



Burgas 



1961 



1963 



Table 3. — Higher education Institutions, with location and date founded. 1973-74 (continued) 

■ ^ — ^— -t : 

Name Location Date founded 



Varna 



1963. 



Vissk mashtno-elektrotekhnicheski insti- 
tut 

(Higher Institute of Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineering) 

Vissh mekano-elekirotekhnicheskt instttut 
(Higher Institute of Mechanical 
and Electrical Technology) 

Vissh obshtotekhnicheski mdochen instt- 
tut ' 

(Higher General Technical Ex- 
tension Institute) 

Vissh pedagogic heski institut po muzika' Plovdiv 
(Higher Pedagogical Institute of 
^Music) ^ • ^ 

Sources Adapted from I nternationaies i nivrm(ats-HaTulbuch .Munich Verlag Dokumeniaiion, 1971 Vol 1. pi/ 
International Handbook oj Lnneriitie\ and Other InsUlulion^ of Higher Learning. 6th ed Paris The Internaliunal Association 
Untversities. 1974. and The World oj Learning, 1975-1976. 25th ed London Europa Publications Ltd , 1975 Vol I 



Gabrovo 1963. 



* Gabrovo 1964. 

r 



1972. 



I. 
of 



Admissions. — In practically all cases, the stated 
requirements for admission to higher education 
include the secondary school certificate (the 
ma/ura)* and satisfactory grades on the particular 
higher^Sucation institution's entrance examina- 
tions. Theoretically, except .for certain highly 
specialized categories; anyone who has received 
the mature may apply directly for admission to 
any higher educatioji institution, but in* many 
cases this^is not possible because he or she 
would lack many needed specialized vocational 
courses. 

Each higher education institution has an ad- 
mission quoU and employs a point syjstem in 
ranking candidates. Using a somewhat involved 
formula, both the points scored by a candidate 
oft the matura examinations and also his or her 
scores on the largely written entrance examinai 
tions 9f the admitting institution are taken into 
account in determining this rank. For admission 
to institutions in the Fine arts, performance- 
based criteria are very important 

Preference in admission to all higher educa- 
tion institutions (except those specializing in fine 
arts) is given without competition and outside 
^ the admission' quotas to "candidates who are 
active Fighters against fia>cism and capitalism, 
heroes of socialist labor, [and] children of per- 
sons who perished m th^ antifascist struggle 
and Pati:iotic^ar."^ Preference also without 

^ ^ Dunhaven l eUntk (Stale Journal). No 30. Apr 16. 1971, 
pp 1-6 



competition' but inside the admission quotas^Ts 
given to the following categories of applic^'fits 

Candidates who are winners of the republK ar><f inter- 
national olympiads [i e , contests] m mathematics, physics, 
and chemistry and the holders of government and Kom 
some! commendations [the gold^ emblem] for scientific 
and technical creativity, [and] those who have completed 
mathematics high fchools with exceller^^grades in the 
specialty of mathemat>cs " 

* There are still other special categories. One 
consist^ of persons or children of persons in a 
'particular vocation whjn applying to specific 
vocationally related institutions, e.g*., miners or 
miners' children applying to the Sofia Higher 
Mining and Geological Institute. Another cate- 
gory includes "children of workers and peas- 
ants,*' who compete anjjCfng themselves for a full 
50 percent of the oper^gs in the higher educa- 
tional institutions in the arts. Although ostensi-^ 
bly not a selection criterion, a good recard in 
the Otinitrov Communist Youth League and 
invplvement in Party-approved activities are de- 
sirable and very helpful. 

Most insttt{jtions accept students for regular 
study who are not over 35 years of age, although - 
40 yearsvis the cutoff point in some instances, 
especially^ for correspondence study. However, 
the Higher Physical Culture Institute sets 27 
years as the maximum age, while the Higher 
Institute for Theatrical Arts makes 25 years the' 
maximum The higher military schools 5(^t^the 
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age limit at 23 years of age, except the air force'' chairman of the Committee for Science, Tech- 



academy, which sets it at 21. In almost all cases, 
however, "active fighters against fascism and 
capitalism are adfnitted as students, regardless 
of age."^ 

Students admitted to higher educational insti- 
tutions who have participated in preparator> 



nical Progress, and Higher Education, who then 
appoints them formally to their respective of- 
fices. (In some specialized technical schools un- 
der the difrection of a ministry, ratification is 
given b> the appropriate mirtHters witht the 
a£provit^f the Committee for Scienfe, Techni- 



courses organized by Provinces must also sign, cal Progress, and Higher Education.) 

upon admission, a statement that they will work There are' also deans of schools (or faculties) 

for a period of 5 years after graduation within and associate deans, elected b> tne General 



the respective Province. 

In Bulgaria's planned ecori0?B>, the admis- 



Assembly of the respective schools or faculties. 
The elections of these deans must be ratified by 



sions quota at a higher education institution in the rector of the institution, who then proceeds 
a particular field of study is'determined accord- to appoint them to office. Likewise, the term of 
ing to the state's projected need for qualified office for deans and associate deans is 4 years, 



personnel irl that field, as reflected in the var- 
ious state plans for technical-socioeconomic de- 
velopment of the country^ Since the number of 



and the> may not serve more than two consecu- 
tive terms. 

Responsibility for most administrative func- 



position IS more or less permanent. Major 
policy decisions in most cases are made by the 



applicants is much larger than total state plan tions and routine decisions in operating an 
quQtas, this procedure has resulted in a large institution falls to its chief administrative officer, 
number of students being refused admission to whose position is more or 
higher education institutions. Iri 1975, for in- 

;»tance, only 22>000 students were admitted out institution's Academic Council, which usuallv 
of a total of 80,000 applicants, or roughly one includes the Vector, who'serves as the chairman, 
m four. This situation poses a particularly diffi- the. associate rectors, faculty deans, four to six 
cult problem fof students because a student members of every faculty, the secretafy^f the 
may apply to only one institution. institution's committee of the Bulgarian Com- 

With about 73 percent of the applicants un- munist Party, and the secretaries of the instiiu- 
successfttl, a large group annually must either non's committees of the Komsomol and the 
seek employment or^ry again the*n€xt year. In Trade»Unions. The rector is ultimately respon- 
'1972. the Government began rigorously to en- *sible Tor the functioning of the institution and 
force the laws against "idle youth." forcing represents it before^ihe Committee for Science, 
approximately 40,000' young people during a Technical Progress, and Higher Education and/ 
few months either /to find employment or to or the appropriate minister 
receive training m a lower level skill or occupa- jhe major academic ranks in higher educa- 
tion institutions are profem (professor), doiseni 
(docent). glaven asisieni (chief assistant), siarsht 
aststent (senior assistant), asw/^/ (assistant). 5/ar5/?i 
prepodavaiei (senior lecturer), prepodax'ateh {Ice- 
turer). and mladchi prepodavaiei (junior lecturer). 

The rank of assistant professor {asisUnl) may 
be granted to a person with a dtploma from/a 
higher ed.ucation institution who is no' older 
than 35 years of age, unless he also has a 
graduate degree of Candidate of Sciences or 
Doctor of Sciences, in which case the maximums 
age limit is extended to 40 years. 

Curnculums and diplomas —Most full higher 
education^ institutions provide 5-year programs, 
^ although as a result of the recently inaugurated 
•* The General Awombly of an institution is usually educational reforms, most courses of study in 
composed of all senior professors, representatives of the u.u.uuu « • ! 

.vff . r . . t r Dotn tne niener education institutes and the 

junior iliff. re pr^ser^utives of the students, and profession- * uuuv.aiiv^ii iii^iuuio aim luc 

als in the neld(s) for which the institution prepares students ""'Versities will be shortened to '4 years This 
The CeiTcraJ Asffmbly of a school or faculty is similarjy shortening will , become possible because of the 

- " trend, mentioned earlier, toward broad training 



tion. 

Administration. — In a Bulgarian university or 
other higher education institution, officers in- 
clude a rector, who is elected by the General 
Assembly^^ for a 4-year period, one or more 
associate rectors, also elected for the same length 
• of time, a chief ad mmistrative officer, a chief 
financial officer, and other administrative per- 
sonnel.. The election of the rector and associate 
rectors, none of whom may serve more than 
two consecutive terms, must be ratified by the 



^Dunhaven vestntk (State Journal). No 30. Apr 16. 1971. 
pp 4-5 
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in a field and elimination of some highly special- 
ized programs. Bulgarian officials have, ex- 
pressed the view that much of higher education 
was ^oo specializi&d and limiting, stressing mas- 
tery of innumerable factual, data and informa- 
tion which students did not need or which was 
dated by the jime they entered the labor force. 
Emphasis will hqjiceforth be placed on broad 
theoretical principles and creative thinking m 
the field of specialization. Thus students will be 
able to finish their university education by age 
19 or 20 and then either enter the professional 
work force, take further sf)eaaliied work for 1 
or 2 years, or enroH m graduate training for up^ 
Jo 3 more years. ^ 

Currently, law has a 4-year course of study,* 
dentistry and the mstitutes of economics, 4V2, 
the agricultur*al mstitutes, 4V2 to 5, "pharmacy, 
5, and medicine, 5V2. The curric^lums dirffer, 
of jpourse,- depending upon the ins.titution and 
subject of study. All include intensive study and 
practical work experience in a student's own 
subject area. In almost all cases, they have 
several other ^aspects in common. A study of (he 
history of the Bulgarian (and sometimes also 
the Soviet) Communist Party is always included, 
even for students in ^engineering and the sci- 
ences. In addition, students in ^some programs 
may be expected to lake other related ideological 
courses, such as political economy, philosophy, 
scientific communism^ or dialectical materialism 
(as a brancfi of philosophy) as par( of the core 
requirements. Depending upon the program of 
study, as much as a semester of the total pro- 
gram, may be devoted to courses of this type. 

Also required are physical education (in many 
instances) and a course in civil defense for all 
Bulgarians. Foreign students, on the other hand, 
are required by some institutions to pass a last- 
seipester course in the "Intc;^rnational Working 
and National Liberation Movement.** 

A diploma and title, are, awarded after a 
student completes the/nigher education program 
of studies and passes prescribed examinations. 
Graduates in the field of economfS* receive the 
professional title tkonomist or ikonomtstka; m en- 
ginoering, tnthtner or inzhenerka, in medicine, 
Ukar or meditstnskt doktor or ddhorka, in phar 
fnacy, aptekar or aptekarka (sometimes magister 
pharmaciae),. and in dentistry, zabolekar ot uabole 
karka. ay 

University diplomas name the msntution, 
date, field of study, area of concentration iproftl), 
and/or specialty (spelsiliza^iya) within the field 
Th^ various faculties may describe their diplo- 

V 



mas differently, e.g., the University of Sofia 
facility of physics awards a diploma Sauchno- 
pTotivodstven proftl geoftzika indicating that the 
program was for industrial work in geophysics, 
and the faculty of biology gives the Bwlogtya- 
pedagoguheski profit for a program for t^atthing 
biology. 

Upon completing the<r studies, ip«st gradu- 
ates are required by law to work in^e location 
assigned to them by the Government for a 
period of 3 years. Although this procedure has 
enabled localities that would otherwise have 
difficulty obtaining specialists and professionals 
(such as teachers, doctors, anjd* engineers; to 
obtain the services of such qualified personnel, 
it has also meant that these communities ofteff 
are served mostly by individuals with limrted 
experience who must be replac^, if and when 
they choose to leave after their required 3 y^rs 
are past. " 

Subsequently, an individual may continue his 
or her studies on a -graduate basis, write a 
thesis, ^and .recent the degree kandxdat na naukUe 
(Candidate o^^ience). Usually the additional^ 
amount of time needed for all the requirements, 
to be met rs a minimum^f 3 years beyond .the 
initial diploma. A further degree, doktor na 
nauktte (Doctor of Science), may be awardc;d 
someone of considerable stature and profes- 
sional experience in a field who has presented 
still another thesis, highly original and of signif- 
icant scholarship. It, may also be awarded iP a 
person who^has shown particular distinction in 
his or her profession or contributed to progress 
in the national economy 

The new Law Governing Scientific Degrees 
and Titles which was adopted in 1972 expands 
the basis by which advanced degrees may be 
awarded According to the new provisions, 

rro\only sci^lific rejcarch. but creative achieve- 
ments m tV fields of construction, design. tcchnologKai 
works and mventtons Vvhich have been or couid be put 
into use. are Vhc* basis for gp^anting of'scieDtific degrees " 

TEACHER EDUCATION ' ^ 

Teachers for nursery schools, kindergartens, 
and primary grades generally receive their prep- 
aration m 2-year programs of sentirhigher teach- 
ers institutes ipoluvisshi uchtUtski instttutt) after 

Sava Ganovski Vechemx novtnx (Evenirtg News), May 11." 
1974. pp ! and 4 (U S Joint Publications Research Service 
translation) See also. Durihaven vfitntk (Sute Journal). No 
36. May 9. 1972 
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comple^n of secondary education. (Formerly, 
such preparation was given in 5-year ijistitutes 
after elementary school, but this progji:km was 
discontinued on a gradual basis beginning in 
1964.) 

Students enrolled in the preschool teacher 
education program may elect one of three ma- 
jors; (1) Kindergarten-nursery, school teaching, 
(2) kindergarten-nursery school teaching in mu- 
sic, and (3) kindergarten-nursery school teachmg 
in the Russian language. Students taking the 
primary-school teacher education program also * 
have three majors from which to choose. 
(l)Primary school teaching with Russian lan- 
guage as a specialty, (2) primary school teachmg 
with music as a^specialty, and (3) primary school 
teaching with drawing and education-m-labor aT ' 
a specialty. Certain higher education mstitutions 
also have 2-year primary teacher preparation 
programs. 

The program of study for students preparing 
to teach in primary schools includes ideological, 
professional, and general courses. In common 
with most^students in higher and semi-highyr 
institutions, prospective primary school teachers 
have to take such ideologically related courses 
as the history of the Bulgarian Communist 
Party, dialectical and historical materialism, po- 
litical economy, ethics, and scholarly commu- 
nism. They take such professional courses as' 
child and educational psychology, history of 
education and Bulgariary,education, dramatics, 
children's literature, introduction to education, 
educational tecJtinolog^, practice teaching and 
classroom observation, and the methods of 
teaching' such subjects as arittimetic, physical 
education, drawing, school hygiene, Bulgarian, 
history, geography, and Science. Their gerteral 
education includes Bulgarian language, history, 
mathematics, geography, and natural science 
Courses in education in labor and civil defense 
also form part of the curriculum. 

To teach the intermediate grades, graduation 
from an institq^ion of university rank is pre- 
ferred, but thr^ semi-higher teachers institutes 
also prepare tejichers for this level in a 3-y^r ^ 
program. •This program is considered a tempo- 
rary expedient to provide teachers for rural 
areas, and plans call for its eventual discontin- 
uation. Students major in one of five broad 
instructional areas (or related subjects) rather 
than in specific subjects, so that they may be 
adequately prepared to teach in the departmen- 
talized program m the intermediate grades. 
These five areas are. (I) Bulgarian language 
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and literature and the Russian language, (2) 
Bulgarian language and literature and oqe West- 
ern language, fij phy^ts and mathematics, (4) 
chemistry, and biology, an5 {5) geography, his- 
tory, and preparation for work^with the Pioneer 
organization of schools. 

To teach in secondary schools, graduation 
from a higher education institution is^ usually 
required. Teachers of ac&demic subjects take. 
their training at one of the three universities A 
teacher education institution of university rank 
was recently^tablished m the city of Shumen 
to prepare apaitional teachers for the secondary 
schools. The program of academic subjects for 
secondary teacher*- is called a pedagogic h^ski profit, 
or education major, and is 4 years m length It 
'includes specialized subjett-matt^r courses as 
well as *ork in educational methods and psy 
chology. ^ 

Secondflr)' ^school teachers m physical educa- 
tion are prepa\ed in the George Dimitrov 
Higher Institute of Physical Education in Sofia 
{Vissh institut za fizicheska kulthra "G DimitrOi'^) 
Secondary school art Wchersgj^eive their edu- 
cation in the N Pavlovic Higner Institute of 
Fine Arts in Sofia iVissh instilut za tzobraziUlni 
izkiisti^ ".V Patiovic'') Music and voice teacher's 
receive their preparation at one of three institu- 
tions— the Bulgarian State Conservaiory/in Sofia 
{B"lgarska d"rzhavna konsenalonya ) , its branch in 
Plovdiv, or m the Department* of Voice and 
Music in the new Higher Pedagogical Institute 
in Shumen 

Teachers of industrial arts and crafts (ue , the 
so-called program of* education in labor) for 
grades 5 to 8 are prepared in' one of the semi- 
higher institutes in a 2-year program And 
teachers of practical vocational courses are pre 
pared in semi higher pedagogical institutes after 
completing a secondary vocational school them 
selves. 

Teacher education for the elementary apd 
secondary levels is also provided by correspond- 
ence (zadochno) by some of the semi-higher 
pedagogical institutes m 2- and 3-year programs 
Inservice and preservice teacher training (espe- 
cially for vocational teachers) is also given at 
three institutes for the Improvement of Teach- 
ing {Instituti za zjavershvane na uchiUli) 

ADULT AND CONTINUING EDUCATION^ 

Adult and tontmuing education programs of 
considerable magnitude exist in Bulgaria in ad 
dition to those carried out in regular day school 
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settings. These include general polytechnical 
evenir\g classes at the primary, intermediate, 
and secondary level as ^ell as technical evening 
education in technicums and secondary voca- 
tional schools. 

Some industrial enterprises ' also provide on- 
the-job training as well as training in industry- 
affilialjed schools. Schools of this typ>c generally 
are under the jurisdiction of the state ministry 
under which the particular industry falls rather 
than under the Ministry of Piiblic Education. 

Likewise, most semi-higher institutes and 
higher education institutions prgvide so-called 
correspondence courses \iadocknO'} fo^^ students 
emplfayed full time. Students prepare tor exam- 
inations on the basis of the syllabus furnished to 
them by the institution In some cases, they may 
also meet with instructors from the school at 
certain ^'correspondence centers** before taking 
the examinations. Passing or failing is deter- 
mined 'solely on the basis of these examinations 
Successful candidates have exactly the same 
nght5 and pnvileges and obtain the same diplo- 
m,as and certificates as those enrolled ih regular 
daytime courses. Tl)e institutions providing such 
programs extramurally include the universities 
and most other higher education institutions as 
well as the following specialized semi-higher 
institute^. Institutes for nursery-kindergarten 
school teachers, primary school teachers, inter- 
mediate school teachers, and teachers in produc- 
tion training, respectively: the institute for fi- 
branans, the Postal, Telegraph, and Telephone 
Institute, and the institmes for international 
tourism 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 

Bulgaria maintains a num1)er of special 
schools for physically or mentally retardecf chil- 
dren Included .in this category are "climatic" 
schools (for children with pulmonJirv. cardio- 
rheumatic. and other related diseases), which 
are modeled in some wavs along the lines of the 
ofder American open-air schf>ols. schools for the 
mentally retarded, schools for the phvsicallv 
disabled; schools for the deaf-mute and for 
children with defective hearing* schools for 
stammerers, schools for the blind and for chil- 
dren with defective sight, and schools for juve- 
nile delinquents (so-called problem- children) 

BOARDING SCHOOLS AND EXTENDED 
DAY SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

Three important education-related programs 
in Bulgana are {\} boarding schools ilni^matl, 



ohelf translated^ "hostels"), (2) semi-boarding 
schools {polumtemati}, and (3) study halls izam- 
malni). The first two serve 4s, adjuncts to some 
schools, with the first providing room and board 
to students who are unable to live at home 
while attending school,. and the second provid- 
ing board and funcuoning as a type qf center 
for children after classes. In 1977 approximately 
pne-third of all school children attended these 
semi-boarding schools The third simply offers 
guided play and learning activities for children 
by persons who are not^regular classroom teach- 
ers These tutors {v"zpit^Uli, liteVally', "trainers";, 
help students prepare their assignments for the 
next day, direct work projects, and organize 
various games, sports, and other recreational 
activities 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

Networks of extracurr^ular activities for chil- 
•dren and youth comprise a rather ^tensrve and 
very important element in Bulgaria s education 
program In most cases, they are located m the 
school and are a supplementary part of the 
total school program In other instances, the 
activities are earned out in separate institutions, 
but nevertheless remain extensions of the school 
program 

The Diniitrov Pion^r Orfinization 

Children entering the primary grades at the 
age of 6 or 7 are inducted into the Chavdarcketa 
(literaitv, "Little Chavdars"), so named after a 
medieval Bulgari^ hajduk (patriotic bri^nd) 
0^ fought against the Turks This is the junior 
branch of the Dimitrov Pioneer Organization 
Third graders become regular members of the 
Dimitrov Pioneer Organization Septembrists, 
perhaps the most* important of 'the vout>i orga- 
nizations becau^ of its almost total inclusiveness 
and consequent size Founded on September 
22, 1944, at the direction of George Ehmitrov, 
Premier of Bulgaria at the time and First Secre- 
tary of Its Communist Party, the organization 
has as its primary purpose the ideological teach- 
ing of vouth In- the process, it provides an 
extensive and varied progrann of activities for 
children from grades 3 through 8, at which 
time most students become members of the 
senior organization, the ^Dimitrov Communist 
Youth league, to which thev can belong until 
age 28 

Much of the work of the Pioneers takes place 
m study groups ikr' zhochn ceYvtenbd on a specific 




field of study, topic[ or hobby. These study 
groups meet once or twice a week under the 
direction of jl teacher or cfther person qualified 
in the particular area. As members of such 
circles or of school classes, Pioneers engage in 
conservation efforts .(e.g., planting trees) and 
recycling projects (gathering waste pap^r, scrap 
metals, etc visit geographic landmarks and 
historic sites sigpiificant to t^ie nation or the 
Communist Party, take field trip* to state and 
colleaive farms and industrial enterprises, study 
music, dancing, literature, art, history, ged^- 
raphy, and dramatics, and participate in chess, 
checkers, and other garpes. In recent years, 
particular emphasis hajs been placed on sports 
and on technological dnd* scientific projects in 
fields such as model building, woodworking, 
mathematics, electronics,, astronomy, physics, 
ch.emistry, agriculture, and biology 

Each school has at least one Pioneer Battalion 
(druzhina) -*-two if it operates in two shifts. Each 
druzhxna is governed by a soviet and is divided 
into companies (otzyadi, plufal of otryad) that 
^generally are identical to the classes in a school. 
Finally, each company is formed into units 
termed zvena. 

Supporting the school . Pioneer work are sev- 



for the age group enrolled. In addition, it is 
especially active in involving youth in brigade 
work i^gadi) during summers and school vaca- 
tion periods. Brigade work is of many different 
types but most often involves general construe* 
tion, road building, or farm work. The League 
serves as one means for screening and training 
future members of the Bulgarian Communist 
Party. 

The organkation is centralized and structur- 
ally similar t^kthe Bulgarian Communist Party. 
Units of the League are found in almost all 
secondary schools and higher education insutu- 
tiops and in many faaories, industrial plants, 
and state and collective farms., 

r 

Other Organizations 

For secondary^ school students, college stu- 
dents, and working youth and adults, there are 
additional organizations devoted to specific in- 
terests. Those "promoting sports and physical 
training are perhaps the most important The 
over^- administration and coordination of 
sporu IS ^^ided by the Bulganan Union for 
Physical (^fuf^^iSd Sport {B'Ugarski i'uz za 
fiziCkeska kultura' I sport) Other organizations 
involved in activities relating to phyaJcal ^phdi- 
— eral^ auxiliary institutions In the Palace of tbe^ tiotoig aiid sports include the Bnlgarian l^nion 
Picmeex|^ pyorets na pxonenU) in^ Sofia and in of TounsS {B'lgarsh tunsticheski s"uz [BTsj). the 
4bout lO'O Pioneer homes iPionerski domoie], National Hunting and Fishing Union {Narodniyat 
schoolchildren are trained as Pioneer leaders in loxmo-nbanh s'uzh and the Paramilitary Org^ani- 
the various activities, study groups, and pro- zation for* Assistance , in Defense {Dobrovolnata 
grams of the Pioneer movement The chorus of organiiatsiya za s^'deisivie na otbranata[DdSO]). 
the Palace, named Bodra Smyanat the children's ^his last optimization, created in 1951 by merg- 
ballet. and the s^n\phony orchestra are outstand- ing the Umon'of the Fighters Against Fascism 
<ng in their technical expertise and perform- and Capitalism {S'uza na boiisiU protiv fashizma i 
ances. although many compositions and much of hipitalizma [SBPF]^ and the National Union for 
thcr choreography selected is of an ideological Sports and Technology {Sarodni Cuz m sport i 
nature. Related institutions devoted solely to tekhnika [SSST]), has both quasi-mijitary and 
encouraging promising students in technological educational functions. It conducts programs of 
and scientific studies are the Station of Young applied education in a .great variety of fields 
Technicians {Stanlstya na mladUe tekhnitsi) in Sofia through an extensive network of clubs devoted 
and a similar one in Pernik. an important to automechanics, electronics, radio, fiflery and 
industrial and mining town An institution hav- marksmenship, boating, flying, motorcycling. 



ing like purposes in the field of agriculture is 
the Station of Young Agriculturists (Stantsiya na 
'mladUe agrobtolozhi) And for children and youth 
with an interest in literature, there is the Home 



gliding, signahgg, etc. Other extracurricular or- 
ganizations include. The Bulgarian Red Cross 
(B^'lgarski ckerven kr*st [BCkK]) and its junior 
division, the Bulgarian Union of Esperanttsts 



of Child rens Literature {Dom na delskata kniga). iB"lgarski esp€Taniskt^s *uz) and various language 

The aaiviues of the Dimitrov league of Com- study centers, and reading clubs (chttaluhta^ with 

munist Yputh, the senior organization, are simi- their varied literary, cultural, ideological, and 

lar to those of the Pioneers; bi/t are appropaat^ recreational activities 
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GLOSSARY SELECTED EDUCATlbNAL TERMS 



Agfxnumichesh fakuUet 
Akadmichtskx sl^et 



Doklad 



Astsient 



School (Faculty) of Agriculture Doklor na naukxU 

Academic council of a higher 
education institution 



Graduate appointed to assist a 
professor, often supervising 
the students' praaical ^ork, 
a» assistant Icaurer in a 
higher education instituuon 



Asprranr{l[izsc,), aspirantka Graduate student 
(fem,) 



Dotseni 



Druzhma 



AsptraTitura 



Atestat 



Bogoslovsh fakuhet 

B'*lganhi akademryajui 
nauhU 

B"lganh obshi ryiTodfn 
studentsh s"yuz 



Chavdarcheta 



ChUahshU 



Detsha gmdtna 



Dunarovih komuntsttchesh 



Dmitrcvska p\<mtrska 
QTgantiatstya 
"SepUmvmche*' 



Gradate study, research, or 
course work 

Certificate, diploma 

B 

School (Faculty) of Theology 

Bulgarian Academy of 
Saences 

Bulgarian GencrahfJational 
Student Union 



Liltle Chavdars, members of 
the junior branch of the 
Dimitrov Pioneer Organization 

Reading room or club 

D 



Report, lecture, paper 

Doctor of Knowledge (or 
Science), awarded to a holder 
of the Kandidat na nanhU after 
an additional thesis and 
professional recognition as a 
Kholar, may also be awarded 
for distinaion in a profession 
or contnbuiiorv to progress in 
the national economy 

Lecturer in a higher education 
institution 

Battalion, a unit of the 
Dimitrov Pioneer 
Organization, often 
compnsmg an entire school 



Edtnnoto sredno Umfied polytechnical school, 

poliUkhmcheska uchtlishu compnsmg grades 1-10 under 
the reformed structure 



Fabnchno-zavodsh uchihshUi Faaory and plant schools 

^aftii^fi Faculty or school (primary 

subdivision) of a higher 
education institution, group of 
professors m a higher 
cducauon institution 



Fakuluten i'*vtt 

FakuUet za stopansh t 
sotsialni nauh 

Kindergarten fpr .children 

aged 3 to 6 (literally, children's ^^^^S^^^^ fa^l^et 
garden) m 



Faculty Counal 

School (Faculty) of Economics^ 
and Soaal Saences 

School (Faculty) of Philology 



League of Communist Youth, 
the country's major senior 
organization for agc?^ to 27 Ftzicheska kuU 



F^ovsh'iston^hesh fakuUet School (Faculty) of Philosophy 
* and History 



Physical'cuhure « 



Pimitrov Pioneer Organization Fi^rnatematicheiki fakuhet School < Faculty j of Physics- 
"Septcmbnsl," the major junior Mathematics 
youth organization, e/irolbng % 
children from the ages of 

about 10 to 14 * r* 



DirecUfT na tuhthshU 
Duemtstya 



Director of a school 
Dissertation 



* Gtmnaitya 



Gymnasium, or secondary 
level of the general (or 
unified) polytechnical school 
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Coren kurs 



Ikonomicheski ukhnicum 
InstUul 



Izpd 



Josh 



Kanduiat na nauhU 



Kandidat na techmcheshu 



KaUdra 

KhudoDiestveii^ okadmvya 
Kolohnum 

KomxUt m nauAa, itkustuo i 
kukura 

K(ms<mpl 

KonkuTstn izpU 
Kr^ihok 

Kvahfilnran rabotntk 
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Secondary level (literally, 
upper course) of the ^neral 
(or unified) polytechnical 
school 



Technicum of Economics 

Institute, a higher education 
or research institution that 
specializes in a particubr field 
such as a^culture, medicine, 
econonucs*, or technology 

Boarding school 

Examination 



Nursery schools for children 
under 3 years of age 



Candidate of Knowledge (or 
Saencc), a firM graduate 
degree awarded to a holder of 
'the initial university diploma 
after completion of at least 3 
additional years of study and a 
thesis; also the holder of the 
degree * 

" Candidate of Technical 

Sciences, a-graduate diploma, , 
also the holder of the diploma 

Depanment of a fakuUet 
« 

Academy of fine arts 

Prebminary oral examination 

Committee for science, art, 
and culture 

Komsomol, the Dimitrov 
League of Communist Youth 

Competitive examination 

Study group 

Certificate of qualification for 
a vocation 



Leaurer, reader, teacher 



M 



Matura 



the secondary lcv< 
general (or unlhei 
polytechnical sctic 



MatunUten izfnt 



MaiurUtUn predmei 



Meditsxnsh fakuUei 

Mekhano-ukhnichako 
tuhUshie 

Mmistrrsh s"vet 



Mtntsterstvo na narodnata 
pTosvetd 



Cekificaie of graduation from 
the secondary level of the 

ificd) • 

hool, required 
for admission to higher 
education, institutions 

\ ^ 
School-leaving examination for 
the maium ' 

Subject included in the final 
examination for the maiura 

School (Faculty) of Medicine 

Mechanical and technical 
school 

Council of Ministers (of which 
the Minisierj of Pubbc 
Education is a member) 

Ministry of Pubbc (National) 
Education 



MladiThh ouchestven front Faiherland Youth Front > 



NachaUn uchuel (masc ), 
nachalna ucktulka (fem ) 

^achalno uckihshu 

Na uckno-pedagogtchfsh 
Profii 



Obshiestven<hpohtickeski 
nauh 

Qsnovnc uchthshu 

Otryad 



Pumtr (masc ), pionerka 
(fem ) 

Pismtn izpxi 

Pohtikhnickesko obraiovanie 



N 

Pnmary school teacher 

Pnmary school 
Professional education field 

I 

o 

Social sciences 

Elemenury school, grades 1-8 

Company in the Dimitrov 
Pioneer Organization, usually 
a Khool class 



Pioneer, a member of the 
Dimitrov Proneer Organisation 

Wnttcn examination 

Pobtechnical education or 
training 



J 



Pohukhmchesko uchihshiie s 
prepodavane na rush ezxk 

Pohukhmchesko uchxhshu i 
prepodavane na frensh, 
nemashh, th anghish euk 

Polu-intemat 



Poluuxssh tnsixiut 

Poluvush uchitelskx institute 

Popravxtelen tzpxt 

Prakiuhesh uprazhnentya 

Prepodavatel (n^asc ), 
prepodavaielMa (fcm ) 

Prxfmen tzpu 

Pnrodo-maiemaluheski 
fakuUet 

* 

Profestonalno offrawvanie 



*Profesvma Ino-tekntchesko 
uchxhshu 



Foreign language school ip 
train specialists m Russian 

Foreign. language school \o 
\rz\n speaabsis in French, 
German, and Engbsh 

Semi-boarding school, 
, providing board and care for 
children after classes 

Semi-higher msiHute, post- 
secondary school offenng a 2- 
10 5-year program 

Semj'higher teachers institute 

Makeup exammation 

P/aaical work in a seminar 

Teacher, mstrucior, lecturer 
» 

Entrance exafnmation 

, School (Faculty) of 
Mathematics and Natural 
Sciences 

Vocational education or 
training 

Lower vocational school " 
(literally, vocational-technical 
school), offering 1- or 2-year 
<our$e$ at the secondary level 



Sredno obshtoobraiovatelno 
polUekhnxchesko achxlxshte 



Sredno profesxcnclno- 
tekhnxchesko uchthshie^ » 



Sredno uchxltshu 



Starshx astsUnt 
/ 

Stepen 
Svidelelstvo 



Teknikum 



Tern 



General polyicchnicai school, 
comprising grades 1-11 under4 
the current structure 

Middle vocational school, 
offering a program of 3 or 
more years leading to the 
maiura and a ceruficate of 
qualification in a vocation 

Intermediate school, offenng 
4 year? of schoobng between 
the pnmary and secondary 
levels 

Senior assistant 

Degree, rank, level, gra'de 

Certificate of graduation 



Technicum. currently used for 
certain specialized secondary 
vocational-technical schools 
ll^at will become post^condar^ 
inStiiutions m the reformed 
educational struaure, offers a 
4- or 5-year course leading to 
the maiura and a certificate of 
qualification in a vocation, 
more advanced training than 
that of the middle vocational ' 
school 

Thesis 



Redoven profesor 



Rektor 



Sekretar 



Sepiemvnxche 



Shkoia 

Sofnskx d"rzhavm unxveruUt 



Ordinary professor, holding a 
. chair m the subject he teaches 

Renor, head of a^university. 
eleaed by the academic staff, 
usually for a 4-year pcnod 



SecretatT. the chief executive' 
administrative official of a 
higher education institution 

Septembnst. a member of the 

Dxmxtroi'ska Pionenka , ^ 
Orgaxzatstya "Septer^'riiche^' 

School 

Sofia State University, an 
alternate name for the 
Univenitv of Sofia. Clement 
of Ohrid 



Trudovo ohuchenie 

Tsentralen xnstttut 2a 
us^'v"rshen5tvuvane na 
uchiUhte 

T^entralen komitei na 
. Dxtntirovsh $"'yuz na 
nar adnata mladeih 



Vchxlishte za trudovx reservt 

Vchxtel (masc ). uchxUlka 
(fem ) ' , 

Vuen tzpxt 



ViSske bogodov^kx tukxhshte 



ERIC 



2r 



Education in labor 

Central Institute for the 
Advanced Training of 
Teachers 

jt 

Central Committee of the 
Dimitrov People's Youth 
League 

■\ 

u 

Vocational school 
Teacher ' 



Oral examination 



Advanced Theological School 
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Vis^ t"rgovsko uchiBsht^ Higher School of Commerce, 
whfch provides courses in 
accounting, economicsj^ 
business management, arfd 
denfography 

Higher education institution 
' of university rank . 



Visske uchebno zavedmie 



Vtssketo uchiHshte zd sUypans^i Higher School for Economic 
i sotsiaini nauh and Social Sciences 



Zadockno obruchtnte^ 

* / 

Zaniinalna 

ZheUxSp**tru> uchtlishte 



Correspondence courses 

Study halU offering guideld 
piay and learning activities fo^ 
children of working parents 

School for Training Railroad 
Employees *(litera|ly, Raifll&d 
School) 



YuridicheskifakuUet 



. ' Y 



School (Faculty) of Law 
> 



Zrelosten izfnt 
Zveno 



Final examination 

Anuriit of children within a 
Pioneer o<T>a<i, or company 



J 



9k 
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